
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, April 3, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice Chairman Michael DeFeo called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Joseph Miceli and 
Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
Absent/Excused:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo  
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the minutes 
of the March 6, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Justin French of Florian Properties re Factory Square lamp posts.  Mr. French spoke about 
plans for the Factory Square building.  They have been refurbishing the last few years and are 
trying to tie into the trail a little bit.  He handed out a proposed rendering of how the building 
would look with an entrance into the Factory Square building from the trail side.  They want to 
create a mall/retail type of building to bring energy to downtown with stores such as a bakery, 
chocolate shop, a bike shop for repairs and rentals, etc.  Witch Doctor Brewery is in there already 
and an escape room.  The proposal includes installing five decorative light poles on the 
company’s property that are very similar to those downtown.  The poles would have signs with 
the names of the retail shops and room for a banner that could be changed for community events 
such as the Apple Harvest Festival, Christmas in the Community, Italian Festival, etc. 
 
Discussion followed.  Commissioner Miceli thought having lighting on that part of the trail 
would be a good thing.  There was some concern about the actual location of the lights. If they 
are on the trail property, the town would have to approve them.  Mr. Lapreay noted that the 
Town Council has been vehemently opposed to any kind of advertising on the trail.  Mr. French 
said he has been speaking with the Planning Department about this.  There was some question as 
to whether any Town Council approval was necessary.  Mr. Lapreay will talk to the Town 
Manager.  Mrs. Turnquist stated that she could give Mr. French the detail of the town lights so 
they could be the same. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to consult with the Town Manager about proper 
procedure for the lights.  Seconded by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay said the summer playground camp is totally filled.  Summer theater registration 
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opened last night online.  One group is filled; registration for the other groups will continue until 
filled.  Other programs are underway.  Mr. Lapreay is planning for seasonal help.  Camp 
counselors are all set.   
 
Adult Softball registration ended about a week ago.  We are down about 4 or 5 men’s teams; it 
happens from time to time.  He is putting the schedule together.  Season begins the week of April 
22. 
 
For Music on the Green, we have secured a few more sponsors.  There are two more bands to 
book but should be done by Monday.  Concerts start May 29 (Wednesday after Memorial Day). 
 
Crescent Lake will be stocked by the state by the end of May.  Mr. Lapreay has been working on 
this for several years.  They would like to do a media event about it.  He told them he would do 
whatever is needed.  
 
Commissioner Miceli asked if there were any plans to have a fishing derby for the kids.  Mr. 
Lapreay said we used to do it at Panthorn a long time ago.  He has been thinking about doing 
something like that for years.  Now that the lake will be stocked we can plan something. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio and carried.  
 
REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist reported that she met with Little League folks at Recreation Park to review a list 
of things they want done.  There is a drainage issue that will be addressed in the next week or 
two.  The bleachers were bent; they were fixed.  There was a question about the protective 
netting on the Babe Ruth baseball field which has some holes in it.  Mr. Lapreay said the town 
paid for it when it was installed.  It was done by a company from Rhode Island, he believed.  He 
will look into it and give Annette the information.  Pool repairs are needed.  Mrs. Turnquist got a 
price to change the sand and another to replace the sand filter for both the kiddie pool and the lap 
pool.  She is also getting new chemical controllers which will help the staff to keep the pools in 
good working order.  There will be six cartridges for the large pool at a cost of about $3,500.  
There was some discussion about whether this would be an annual cost or if the cartridges could 
be cleaned. It would most likely be an annual cost. 
 
Memorial Park playscape project is currently underway.  Specs and bid packages are getting 
ready to go out.  We will ask the architect about the surface (as discussed at the last meeting) 
before the packages go out.  Something in the preliminary stages is the concession building.  The 
original building was to be torn down but after review by the Building Official, we believe it can 
be renovated.  BL will put plans together.  The bathrooms are in desperate need of attention.  
There is loose coping around the pool. 
 
Panthorn Park.  We undertook a drainage project at the girls’ softball field.  It should be done 
tomorrow.  They were great to work with and very appreciative. 
 
Trails.  We installed new benches on the trail at Lazy Lane.   
 
General Maintenance: We are getting bathrooms ready. 
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Commissioner Miceli asked about the cracks in the tennis courts at Rec Park.  Mrs. Turnquist 
said we are planning on having them repaired this season.  It has to be above a certain 
temperature at night.  She is looking for another vendor since the company we’ve used is in 
Vermont.  She is looking for a local company. 
 
Commissioner Galati spoke about the popularity of pickle ball.  He said about 50 to 60 people 
play at the Y daily; they are looking for more town courts.  Mr. Lapreay believes it could 
probably be done at Memorial Park.  All it needs is new lines painted on an existing tennis court. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; seconded 
by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (cont’d):   
2. Nicholas Stafko re mural proposal.  Mr. Stafko apologized for arriving late; he went to the 
wrong building.  He was seeking approval for a proposed mural on a building along the linear 
trail.  He presented a rough sketch of what is planned.  It showed silhouettes of people along the 
trail doing various things, such as walking, biking, etc. with a background of green and black.  
He had wanted to include a quote above the mural but was informed by zoning that it would then 
be considered a sign, which would have additional criteria to be met, such as a zoning permit.  
Therefore, he removed the words from the proposal.  When he spoke with Dave Lavallee he was 
told that with no text he would not need to go to the zoning board, just this board for approval.  
The company who owns the building will be clearing brush so that the mural could be visible 
from the trail.  The wall is corrugated steel.  The location is near Meriden-Waterbury Turnpike, 
across from Kinsmen Brewery.  The size of the mural would be roughly 100 feet lengthwise, or 
about half of the corrugated wall. 
 
Mr. Stafko also spoke about a future project he would like to undertake, a charity mural, where 
any donations would go directly to a charity, such as ALS, that would have a good return rate.  
He spoke about various options.  He would need to find a building for the mural first.  After 
much discussion about what would or would not be allowed for that project, he was referred 
back to Dave Lavallee in the Planning & Zoning Department for guidance. 
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to move forward with the mural design as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Miceli.  Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


